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New Asst. Principal
For AJHS Approved

Tayna Loftis to assume duties July 1

By Meghan McCoy
The News

APACHE JUNCTION — The
Apache Junction Unified School
District Governing Board con-
firmed Apache Junction High
School (AJHS) Principal Jim
Denton’s recommendation for
Tayna Loftis as the new Assis-
tant Principal for AJHS at the
monthly school board meeting
on Tuesday, May 13, 2008.

Loftis, a teacher and depart-
ment head at ATHS, will assume
her duties as the assistant princi-
pal on July 1, 2008. She has her
Bachelor’s Degree in Education
from Arizona State University
and a Master’s Degree in Edu-
cational Administration from
Phoenix University.

She joined the AJHS staff in
1996 as a special education
teacher. In 1999, Loftis assisted
in the development, coordina-
tion and assessment of the Youth
Transition Program and in 2003
she became the Department
Head of the Career and Techni-
cal Education, where she over-
saw the restructure and coordi-
nation of the program with state
guidelines and standards.

Loftis also serves on the high
school site committee and is a
member of the North Central As-

Apache Junction Assistant
Principle Tayna Lofftis.

sociation Accreditation/School
Improvement Plan Committee
and was head coach of the Girls
Varsity Volleyball team for ten
years.

Denton’s recommendation of
Loftis to the governing board
was part of a selection process
conducted by a committee of five
members including Denton, As-
sistant Principal Mark Blomgren
and three AJHS teachers. The
district had 44 out-of-district
candidates for the assistant prin-
cipal position and 11 in-district
candidates, eight of whom were
interviewed before the final rec-
ommendations were made.

Veterans Day Parade Begins Planning

Committee meets second Wednesday of each month for November 11 event

By Lynn Carter
Special to the News

The Veterans Day Parade Committee of Apache Junction has be-
gun planning the 2008 parade. Every year this group of dedicated
volunteers meet to decide on a theme, choose a Grand Marshal and
plan every aspect of the parade. The Apache Junction Veterans Day
Parade is sponsored wholly by donations. There is no city funding
for this event and no tax dollars are spent.

Lawrence C. Garrett VFW Post #7968 will sponsor the parade this
year and meetings are held at the Post located at 725 W. Apache
Trail, Apache Junction on the second Wednesday of the month at 7
PM. Everyone is invited to attend these meetings.

Our theme this year is “Operation Wounded Warrior”. If you can
dedicate just a couple of hours a month to honor veterans, please
come to a meeting and get involved.

Artist Paints Portrait For O
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‘Owl’ created masterpiece as a way to say “thank you” to The Amateur Outlaws

|

En

By Meghan McCoy
The News

A talented artist began paint-
ing murals, landscapes, animals
and portraits more frequently in
the past ten years when he re-
tired from the Apache Junction
Unified School District as a bus
driver, due to the relaxing studio
he created in his backyard.

“Owl” decided to paint a pic-
ture of his dear friends, country
singers The Amateur Outlaws,
which he met 25-years ago in
Punkin, Arizona. He became
good friends with the group after
he brought his new lady friend,
who later became his wife, to the

local lounge for live music and
something to do on the week-
ends.

“Luckily, every Friday and Sat-
urday a country western trio, The
Amateur Outlaws would drive
down from Payson to entertain
us,” Owl said. “They were very
talented, unique and funny.”

Owl said he became great
friends with Rockin” Ron, Jay
Frawley and Doc through the
years and had the opportunity to
sing a few songs with the group
during their last sets, which
sparked an idea for his proposal.

“That’s how I got the idea to
propose to my lady from the

Governor Endorses Rios For Supervisor

Former state senator and current representative to run for District I job

State Representative Pete Rios
will be seeking his party’s nomi-
nation for Pinal County Supervi-
sor District I. Rios has had a long
and illustrious career in repre-
senting LD District 23 at the
State Capitol. He served as Pres-
ident of the State Senate and has
been in legislative leadership po-
sitions for eighteen years. Rios
has both a Bachelor and Master’s
degree from Arizona State Uni-
versity and has been working as
a Juvenile Counselor for the past
twelve years.

Rios previously worked in dif-
ferent capacities for the Arizona
Department of Economic Secu-
rity and was also a small busi-
nessman, operating a grocery
store. He said he prides himself

in fighting hard for job creation;
quality education; children; fam-
ilies; the elderly; clean environ-
ment; better benefits for workers;
and economic development.

Governor Janet Napolitano is
endorsing Rios’ candidacy and
said, “With Pete’s extensive
government experience he will
make an excellent Supervisor for
Pinal County.”

Rios said, “Pinal County is the
third fastest growing county in
the nation and I want to use my
skills, talents and experience in
building Pinal County into one
of the most thriving and effi-
cient counties in the State. In Pi-
nal County we are facing many
growing pains with new hous-
ing, inadequate infra-structure,

under my direction.

Chris Vasquez
Sheriff, Pinal County

Letters to the Editor
continued from page A-4

the Sheriff’s Office is becoming a proactive law enforcement
agency with deputies catching armed robbers, burglars and
thieves. My criminal investigation bureau is solving major
crimes within 48-hours after the crime is committed. These are
just a few examples of many positive things that are occurring

In closing, if the letters touched someone and made them feel
better about themselves; if a wife was able to seek the courage to
leave an abusive relationship; or a parent was able to recognize
their child was on meth; then I have no regrets. The letters ac-
complished their intent — the delivery of a meaningful message.
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of a corral. Open ground work
consisted of roping a wild range
calf, taking it away from its wild
mother, and throwing it to the
ground without the benefit of a
corral or catch pen to keep the
irate mother cow at bay.

The cattle drovers and cattle bar-
ons of the Superstition Mountain
area have long since disappeared.
The great herds that once grazed
the region under the brand of the
Clemens Cattle Company and
others have also since vanished.

At the peak of the Clemans op-
eration more than 12,000 head of
cattle grazed the eastern fringe of
the wilderness. These huge herds
overgrazed and destroyed much
of the range. Through the use of
careful range management tech-
niques much of the old range is
returning to its original state.

There are many controversies
associated with grazing and non-
grazing within the wilderness.
Some range managers believe
grazing helps to reduce wild-
fires; while others believed with-
out wildfires the soil becomes
infertile.

Life was not easy on the open
range, but it did have its rewards.
Those old range riders may not
have frequented churches very
often, but they were close to
their God and the work of his
mighty hand.

A cowboy’s sense of freedom
and free spirit was unequaled
anywhere else in the country.

Cowboys rode through life un-
interrupted by its’ complexities.
Cowboys generally didn’t lay
awake at night listening to si-
rens, bells and the noise of mod-
ern traffic. Their nights were
filled with silence occasionally
interrupted by the lonesome call
of a coyote or a hooting owl.

The cowboy recognized the
value of sitting astride his horse
and traveling with the wind in
his face. Hollywood has im-
mortalized the free spirit of the
American cowboy, therefore
helping preserve the ideals of
our freedom. These old time
cowboys and their horses were
true icons of American freedom
and they definitely have a place
in the history of the Superstition
Wilderness Area and the Ameri-
can Southwest.

The large cattle ranches of the
Superstition Wilderness have
long since vanished from the
Arizona scene. Conservation
methods did not destroy them.
The high cost of operation, lim-
ited grazing and strict controls
on public grazing lands have re-
duced the productivity of these
once large cattle empires. Feed-
er pens are slowly replacing the
range beef of the past.

Today only a few isolated
ranches survive, symbolic of a
time forgotten by many. These
cattlemen and cowboys are cer-
tainly a part of the history of the
Superstition Wilderness and our
American heritage.

roads, water, and smart growth
and planning.”

Rios has historically been en-
dorsed by the Ariz. Fire Fighters
Assoc., AEA teachers, Medical
Assoc., Lawyers Assoc., AFL-
CIO, USWA, Nurses Assoc.,
Fraternal Order of Police, Cor-
rectional Peace Officers, Real-
tors, State Employees, Az. Po-
lice Assoc., and Environmental
groups.  Representative Rios
states, “I am extremely grateful
to the people of LD-23 for their
support these past 24 years in the
legislature and I hope I can count
on their support for Supervisor.”

State Representative Pete Rios
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justice” for all. She also cited
him speaking to the council dur-
ing “Call to the Public” as being
disrespectful. Diehl said she has
plenty of recall supporters in
Apache Junction.

“Initially, I pondered over it and
I decided I'm going to go do this.
I have learned a lot since I took
the recall out. It took me about
three to four weeks to get the
signatures. I’ve seen things with
my own eyes that I don’t under-
stand,” Diehl said.

If the signatures are verified, an
election would likely be held this
fall, possible September.

“I’m told the recall election will
not cost the city any additional
money because it will either be
on the September ballot or No-
vember presidential ballot at the
bottom,” Diehl said.

As for a candidate to run against
Severs, Diehl said it’s too early
to discuss that. Should Severs be
defeated in a recall election, the
candidate opposing him would
serve out the remainder of his
term, which expires in June,
2009.

“We can’t go any further with
the process until I get some-
thing stating that yes there were
enough valid signatures on that
recall petition,” she said. “I'm
90-percent sure that I have at
least 270 that are valid.”

Diehl is an unlikely candidate
for the recall effort. She said she
and her husband were strong
supporters of Severs during his
run for city council.

“My husband and I supported
him heavily,” Diehl said. “Then
I started going to city council
meetings and I said, ‘You're
causing turmoil. Yes, certain
things need to change but you

have to go about it profession-
ally.””

She said he responded with a
five-minute eulogy to George
Diehl, but Sharon said it was too
late for that.

The recall against Severs is one
of several against city council
members including Mayor John
Insalaco. Apache Junction resi-
dents Shannon Flynn and Jim
Stephens, both supporters of
Severs, are reportedly collect-
ing signatures to recall Insalaco,
Vice Mayor R.E. Eck and coun-
cil members Rick Dietz, Robin
Barker and Jeff Serdy. There is
no word on the progress of those
recall efforts.

The elected terms of Insalaco,
Dietz and Eck expire next year in
June, 2009. The terms of Barker
and Serdy expire in 2011.

bandstand,” Owl said. “To ev-
eryone’s surprise, she said yes,
so as a wedding gift, The Ama-
teur Outlaws played for our wed-
ding.”

He said he would occasionally
reminisce with Rockin’ Ron,
who is the voice for KMOG ra-
dio when he visited Payson. Owl
also has the opportunity to visit
with Mesa resident Jay Frawley
when he comes to Apache Junc-
tion. The last group member,
Doc lives in Texas, which makes
it difficult for them to visit as of-
ten.

Owl said a couple weeks ago
his wife found their photo al-
bum from their wedding and ran
across a picture of The Amateur
Outlaws and he decided to paint
a portrait of the group as a way
to say thank you.

“It’s just my way of saying
thanks guys for many years of
friendship and happy memo-
ries,” Owl said. He said he used
a photograph that was taken of
the group at Rockin’ Ron’s cabin
in Star Valley. The painting took
him 40 hours to complete and he
said he plans on giving it to one
of the group members.

Owl explained that his paint-
ings are usually done from a
photograph of anything from
landscapes to animals to por-
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The Amateur Outlaws, (I-r
in the painting) are Doc,
Rockin’ Ron Gibson and
Jay Frawley. The painting is
by ‘Owl’ who is holding the
painting.

traits of individuals. His passion
for painting has grown over the
years, especially now that he has
a studio in his back yard.

For those interested in Owl’s
work, he may be reached at
480-983-3573.

7 S. WINCHESTER ROAD * APACHE JUNCTION © 983-6115
Az Joe Presents...
A New Band With A New Sound!

“SHIFY

WORK”

“A Great Country Band”
2-Step, Swing, Waltz, Great Dance Band!

PPY HOUR
Mon. - Fri.
10AM 5PM

Well &
Domestic
Long Neck

o\)

Wed. Night
8PM-Close

JAM NIGAT

You could be
the star! Food &

OPEN 7 Days ?
Lunch &
Dinner !
Drink Specials | Great Food! ‘

It’s The Best!

Y
SMOKIN PATIO!

Air Cooled, Full Bar

Free Shuffle Board @

< INEWUSIC GNIGHTS

Sdn. Mark Lucas
Tues. Jeff Stevens
Wed. Jam Night

2-7PM e 9-11 PM

KARAOKE FRI/SAT

7 DAYS A WEEK

HAPPY HOUR

NOT VALID DURING

BAR HOURS - OPEN 11AM

3599 0

ALLYOU CAN EAT

I This coupon is good 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. Not valid on specials.

2for1
DINNER

|
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1 Buy any regular menu item, and
receive a second of equal

1 or lesser value FREE.

1 944 W. Apache Tr. + 982-3233

Expires 5/24/08 AJN
L

p——COUPON——- RBS

| 944 W. Apache Trail
| 480-982-3233

|
Q‘i I OPEN24HRS |
0 |

I Mondays & Saturdays
w/ea. Adult meal purchased

= = COUPON = = o

I This coupon is good 24 hours a day, I
7 days a week. Not valid on specials.

3 2for1 |

¥

BREAKFAST

Buy any regular menu item, and
receive a second of equal
or lesser value FREE.
I 944 W. Apache Tr. » 982-3233 I
Expires 5/25/08 AJN

Nothing Brings ‘Em In
Like An Ad In
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For The Best Results Go With The Leader
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115 N. Apache Trail,
Apache Junction (480) 982-6397



