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Section #1 • Primary Ballot (continued)
The Council Race (continued from B-7)

Candidate Christa Rizzi 
Age 34, and has been a resi-
dent for 6 ½ years
Occupation, volunteer and 
stay-at-home mom.	
Education: Red Mountain 
High School; BA, Political 
Science, ASU 1998
 Master (MPA)	 Public Ad-
ministration, ASU 2001
Master (MEd)	 Education 
Administration	 Grand Can-
yon University 2007
Teacher Certification program 
completed at Grand Canyon 
University - 2002
Married to Lloyd (a soldier) 
and they have 2 children.
Member of La Leche League 
of Arizona, Pi Alpha Alpha, 
(The National Honor Society 
for Public Affairs and Admin-
istration), The Artillery Order 
of Molly Pitcher.
• Current and/or past elected 
or appointed offices held:  
 Apache Junction Library 
Board, 2006 - present.
• What volunteer work have 
you done for the community 
of Apache Junction? 
  I have been an active volun-
teer all over the valley. Cur-
rently I serve as a volunteer 
with the Apache Junction 
Public Library Board, in my 
church nursery, and also with 
La Leche League of Arizona.  
Recently I have also volun-
teered with Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of the Valley, and I 
served as the chairperson for a 
National Guard Family Readi-
ness Group for a unit that was 
deployed to Iraq. 
• What is the most positive 
contribution you have made 
to Apache Junction?  
  I am proud that as a Library 
Board member I was able to 
be a part of the library expan-
sion and grand opening. Thou-
sands of Apache Junction res-
idents have been blessed by 
this project and the seniors, 

Candidate Janice Stenglein

families, and youth of Apache 
Junction now have a library 
they can be proud of and also 
one that meets their needs. 
• What created your interest 
in running for city office and 
what is the top priority on 
your agenda for the next four 
years for Apache Junction? 
  I have always been interested 
in public service. When a seat 
on the council opened up last 
fall, I applied for the position. 
I saw it as an opportunity to 
serve Apache Junction. I was 
not chosen for the position, 
but I received a lot of positive 
feedback from many people. 
After thinking about it, I de-
cided that I would run in the 
March 10 Primary. I have al-
ways planned to run for pub-
lic office in my community 
and I see a need for strong 
leadership, innovative think-
ing, administrative ability, 
and common sense in our 
government. I believe I can 
provide that. 
  I have several major priori-
ties on my agenda. One of the 
most important is that I be-
lieve that council should re-
view our current development 
impact fees and certain regu-
lations affecting businesses 
north of the U.S. Highway 60. 
We must make sure that 
Apache Junction is encourag-
ing business growth, reloca-
tion into AJ, and renovation 

of existing businesses. If we 
want our businesses to grow 
and flourish, we need to en-
sure that government is not 
standing in their way and 
hamstringing them with ex-
cessive fees and overregula-
tion. I have spoken to more 
than one business owner who 
has not improved and ex-
panded their business due to 
the impact fees that would be 
assessed. This is a problem 
that can be fixed and I believe 
doing so will greatly benefit 
Apache Junction.
• Why should voters elect you 
to their city council? 
  I have a deep and abiding re-
spect for our electoral process 
and for the right to vote that 
we possess.  I would be hon-
ored to win the votes of our 
citizens. I believe that I am 
qualified for the position of 
Councilmember due to my 
education, experience, and 
leadership skills. But I also 
think the citizens of Apache 
Junction should vote for me 
because I love this city. My 
husband and I are raising our 
two children here and we are 
all Arizona natives. We love 
this state and especially this 
city. We have a vested interest 
in this community.
I believe that Apache Junc-
tion can thrive. Let’s stop un-
necessary spending and over-
regulation. As councilmember, 
I will work to be sure we are 
always prioritizing projects 
and services so that waste is 
held to a minimum. I believe 
we can grow the economy of 
Apache Junction, while at the 
same time maintaining our 
small town, western atmo-
sphere. I will work hard and 
remain accountable to those I 
serve. I will listen to the citi-
zens, employees, and busi-
nesses of Apache Junction.   

Age: 41 years. 13 years prop-
erty owner and AJ resident.
Occupation: AJUSD school 
bus driver and volunteer, 4 
years.
  High School GED 1999 at 
CAC, received 2 year schol-
arship to CAC for high score 
on GED, Apache Junction 
Citizens Leadership Gradu-
ate 2005. Attended MCC and 
CAC - 64 credits pursuing AA 
in Business Management and 
ECE Certificate.
  Married to Robert Matsch, 4 
adult children.
  Spouse’s Occupation: Tire 
Repair Service, just became 
new business owner of Ari-
zona Tiremen Services LLC.
 Vice chairperson of the 
Apache Junction drug Pre-
vention Coalition, member 
of Apache Junction Chapter 
Guardian Angels, Member of 
Superstition Horsemen’s As-
sociation (SHA). 
• Current and/or past elected 
or appointed offices held:
  Health and Human Services 
(current), AJ Municipal Prop-
erty Corporation 2005-cur-
rent, Industrial Development 
Authority 2005-2008
• What volunteer work have 
you done for your community 
of Apache Junction?
  AJUSD Transportation Dept. 
- current, CARE Representa-
tive, Annual Project Help 
Food/Toy drive coordinator, 
Expanded Recycle Program, 
Lost Dutchman Marathon 
Shuttle Driver. I volunteer for 
Pinal County Juvenile Courts 
- 2004-present, Restorative 
Justice Panel, Juvenile De-
tention Center, Former AJPD 
Auxiliary Volunteer, Animal 
Control Division and Child ID 
Program. Young Parents Pro-
gram Volunteer - 2005-pres-
ent, Annual AJ Holiday Light 

Parade Coordinator, Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors year 
round Food Drive - current.
• What is the most positive 
contribution you have made 
to Apache Junction?
 I don’t have one “major” 
contribution but I would say 
my consistent commitment 
and dedication to serving 
this community. As a citizen 
I do what I can to help make 
Apache Junction the best 
place to be. I have brought 
several issues of concern to 
city council and worked as a 
team member to help come 
up with solutions.
• What created your interest 
in running for city office and 
what is the top priority on 
your agenda for the next 4 
years in Apache Junction?
  I have a passion to serve 
my community and provide 
leadership. I began educating 
myself through the Citizen 
Leadership Institute, serving 
on various city boards and 
regularly attending coun-
cil and board meetings to 
become familiar with how 
the city works. The more I 
learned the more I wanted to 
become a team member on 
the council. I’m very proac-
tive in the community and 
want to be part of a team that 
is committed to working to-

gether on issues our commu-
nity faces. I feel I can bring 
diversity, enthusiasm, strong 
leadership, common sense, 
creativity and new ideas to 
the table. 
  In the next 4 years I will 
work on: creating strong part-
nerships with our neighbors, 
Mesa, Queen Creek and Gold 
Canyon, Public Safety issues 
such as banning the sale of 
drug paraphernalia and other 
concerns, rebuilding a posi-
tive desirable image of our 
community, utilizing solar 
power and other reusable 
energy sources to offset ex-
penses and possibly generate 
revenue, changing faulty/out-
dated codes and ordinances, 
leading in environmentally 
responsible development, 
strategizing carefully planned 
quality growth and maintain-
ing our rural lifestyle.
• Why should voters elect you 
to their city council?
  I believe my commitment 
and dedication to this com-
munity expresses my motiva-
tion and passion. I will serve 
with honesty, hard work, ded-
ication, and accountability 
and am committed to working 
together with whomever is 
elected. I will work to bridge 
the gap between citizens 
and their leaders, protect the 
rights of property owners, and 
will work hard to preserve our 
rural lifestyle. I’m motivated, 
enthusiastic and can utilize 
creative thinking to problem 
solve. I have a deep love for 
this community and the peo-
ple who make Apache Junc-
tion the greatest place to live. 
  Please view my web site 
www.ChristaRizzi.net for 
more information.

Candidate John Kantowski
Age: 58 years. Length of 
Apache Junction Residency: 
8 years
Occupation: Retired since 
2003.
Education: High School 
GED. Additional education 
and/or certificates held: Cer-
tificate Industrial Science and 
Professional courses from 
Washtenaw Community Col-
lege, Ann Arbor, Mich. Many 
trade-related certifications.
Veteran, U. S. Army, 1969 - 
1972
Married to Pamela, 4 adult 
children. 
  Member of VFW 9399 Life 
Member. 
  Current and/or past elected or 
appointed offices held:  Parks 

& Recreation Commissioner 
2 1/2 years. Planning & Zon-
ing Commissioner, 1 year.
• What volunteer work have 
you done for your community 
of Apache Junction?
  County Elections, Food Bank 
raised money, Boys & Girls 

Club at present on project.
• What is the most positive 
contribution you have made 
to Apache Junction?
 Serving on the boards and 
Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors..
• What created your inter-
est in running for city office 
and what is the top priority 
on your agenda for the next 4 
years in Apache Junction?
  Interest of serving and to 
help bring city back on track. 
Stabilize of government.
• Why should voters elect you 
to their city council?
  I will do what I say I will do 
and reach out to other council 
members in a spirit of cooper-
ation and not get sidetracked 
by games and tricks.

Age 40, city resident for 2 
years. Occupation: Sales and 
Business Management, about 
12 years professional experi-
ence.
Education: North Carolina 
State University, Raleigh, 
N.C.  2005, Master of Busi-
ness Administration. Concen-
trations in Product Innovation 
Management. 
Southern Connecticut State 
University, New Haven, 
Conn. 1994, Bachelor of Sci-
ence.Concentration in nuclear 
physics, minor in mathemat-
ics 
Married to Tracey Whiteneck, 
a chemist.
Member of Cimarron Home-
owners Association (treasur-
er), White Crane Sport Asso-
ciation.
Current offices: Board of Ad-
justments, Health and Human 
Services Commision, Indus-
trial Development Authority.
• What volunteer work have 
you done for your community 
of Apache Junction?
  I have volunteered for my 
local homeowners associa-
tion and for four city boards. I 
was elected to the board of 
directors for my HOA for the 
second consecutive annual 
election. I was appointed to 
the city’s Health and Human 
Services Commission, and 
then later was appointed to 
the city’s Industrial Develop-
ment Authority. More recent-
ly I was appointed to the 
Board of Adjustments.
• What is the most positive 

Candidate Andrew Whiteneck

contribution you have made 
to Apache Junction?  
  I have brought to light the 
importance of several city or-
ganizations (Apache Junction 
Reach Out Food Bank, Com-
munity Alliance Against Fam-
ily Abuse, Superstition Moun-
tain Mental Health, and 
Community Action Human 
Resources Agency) to the city 
council. I made a case for 
fully funding these organiza-
tions from the city’s health 
and human services budget. 
I’ve asked that if cuts were to 
be made in the budget that 
these cuts not reduce the 
funding from these vital orga-
nizations.
• What created your interest 
in running for city office and 
what is the top priority on 
your agenda for the next 4 
years for Apache Junction? 
  My interest in running for 
the city office was created 
when I first volunteered for 

city opportunities. After get-
ting to see how our council 
worked, I soon realized my 
skills could better serve the 
city in the capacity of council 
member. My top priority is to 
improve the efficiency of the 
city government, this in turn, 
allowing us to bring our taxes 
more in line with those of our 
neighbors’ and to keep shop-
ping more local. 
• Why should voters elect you 
to their city council?
  The people of Apache Junc-
tion should elect me because 
they believe improvement is 
possible, because they care, 
and they want to stand for 
their city. Efficiency in busi-
ness is not very different than 
that of government. I have 
many years of management 
experience and a strong edu-
cation to draw upon to make 
the decisions that will guide 
us into the prosperous future 
that is ahead of us. 
  The action we are taking 
may yield results, but can we 
get better results? We cannot 
keep doing the same things 
and expect better results. This 
idea has been tried by many 
with little success. My mantra 
is: “There is always room for 
improvement.” As a represen-
tative of the people of Apache 
Junction, I will bring im-
provement and execute the 
duties of office with only the 
best interests for those that al-
low me this opportunity: the 
good people of Apache Junc-
tion. 

Age: 77 years. Length of 
Apache Junction Residency: 
2 years.
Occupation: Retired
Education: High School Di-
ploma, Anoka, Minn.
Additional education and/or 
certificates held: 3 years at 
University of Minnesota
Veteran of the U.S. Navy,  
August 1950 - June 1954
Married to Dorothy, 10 blend-
ed children.
Member, American Legion. 
• What volunteer work have 
you done for your community 

Candidate Ted Mueller

of Apache Junction?
  None.
• What is the most positive 
contribution you have made 

to Apache Junction?
 Just pay my taxes, haven’t 
been here long enough.
• What created your inter-
est in running for city office 
and what is the top priority 
on your agenda for the next 4 
years in Apache Junction?
  A council that is not inter-
ested in and does not listen to 
A. J. citizens.
• Why should voters elect you 
to their city council?
  Will do more to bring busi-
ness development to A. J. and 
will listen to citizens!

Candidate David Dowdle
Mr. Dowdle did not provide a biography 
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FOR
JOHN KANTOWSKI

CITY OF APACHE JUNCTION
COUNCIL MEMBER

www.johnkantowski.net
Paid for by John KantowskiApache Junction • 1601 W. Apache Trail, Suite 2 • 480-982-4200

Walk-ins, Emergencies, Most Insurance & AHCCCS Plans Welcome!
Seven Locations Valleywide- log on to: www.SunWestDental.net

SUNWEST DENTAL CENTERS
DENTURES

in house denture lab

Repairs & Relines Available

Acrylic, German & Bladed Teeth Available

FREE
DENTURE

CONSULTATION

Financing Available Through
Chase Healthcare & Care Credit

DENTURES - FULL SET
STARTING AT

$395.00
CHROME PARTIALS UP OR LOWER

STARTING AT
$650.00 EA.

DENTISTRY

CROWNS
(SEMI-PRECIOUS METAL)

STARTING AT
$620.00 EA.

EXTRACTIONS
STARTING AT
$80.00 EA.

ROOT CANALS
STARTING AT
$495.00 EA.

IMPLANTS
$1,575.00 EA.

Some Restrictions
May Apply


