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Softball Challenge
Apache Junction girls soft-
ball coach Ed Matlosz was
talking “smack” last week,
reminding us how his Lady
Prospectors have defeated
the AJHS Alumni in four
of the five Alumni softball
games played while he has
been the head coach. Of
course, the AJHS Alumni
won their first game just last
year, and Matlosz promises
“revenge will be sweet” in
2010.
The annual Lady Prospector
vs. AJHS Alumni Softball
Game will be played on Sat-
urday, February 13 starting
at 10:00 a.m. and all former
AJHS softball players who
would like to participate
in the game should contact
Coach Matlosz via email at
ematlosz@ajusd.org;

Region Wrestling

Apache Junction will be the
host site for this year’s Des-
ert Sky Region Wrestling
Tournament with qualifying
for the 4A-I State Champi-
onships at stake. The meet
will be held at ATHS on Sat-
urday, February 6 beginning
at 12:00 noon. Participating
teams include Scottsdale Sa-
guaro, Queen Creek, Tempe
McClintock, Poston Butte,
Williams  Field, Gilbert
Campo Verde and Apache
Junction.

Keep an eye on AJHS wres-
tlers Dallon Bush (119 Ibs.),
Chase Converse (125 Ibs.),
Trent McMinn (130 Ibs.),
Thomas Eckhardt (140 1bs.)
and Brandon Dudley (215
1bs.), all with a good chance
to qualify for State;

Colt 45

That’s how many points
Prospector senior guard Colt
Grandstaff might have to
“shoot for” if AJHS is going
to win. He scored 28 with 14
rebounds in a close loss to
Queen Creek, and netted 33
points with six boards in an
11-point loss to McClintock.

AJHS Pays Tribute

By Chuck Baker
The News

Both the boys and girls
varsity soccer teams paid
tribute to their senior play-
ers this past week, the boys
on Wednesday before they
hosted Peoria Liberty, the
girls last Monday before the
match with Prescott.

Unfortunately for the Lady
Prospectors, a victory at Da-
vis Field in their final home
match didn’t materialize as
they fell by a final score of
8-0. The Prospectors, how-
ever, got a game-winning
goal from Jair Ortiz with
just 17.2 seconds remaining
in overtime to edge Liberty,
3-2. The game-winner was
set up by a pass from Jesse
Gonzalez to Ortiz, who drib-
ble twenty yards, beat one
Liberty defender, and then
blasted the ball into the net
giving Apache Junction the
win.

Ladies In PINK

(above) The Lady Prospector varsity team huddles durmg a time out in last Tuesday’s
game against Queen Creek wearing pink uniforms in honor of breast cancer awareness
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(above) The Lady Prospector junior varsity team poses for a picture wearing the pink
uniforms before last Tuesday’s game with Queen Creek. Players are (front row, left to
right) Rebecca Thielbar, Jennifer Gallina, Siobhan McKay, Carly Reid, Naomi Begay,
Heather Wyatt (back) and Candice Koontz (front), and (back row, left to right) AI’Lexus
White, Shannon Ochs, Erin Herbert, Kyana Soper, Rachael Bonow and Emily Kelly.

Prospectors Come Up Short Against QC, 71-67

By Chuck Baker
The News

The Prospector varsity bas-
ketball team came close to
getting their seventh win of
the season when they hosted
Queen Creek this past Tues-
day but in the end, came up
on the short end of a 71-67
decision.

Senior Colt Grandstaff
posted a double-double
for Apache Junction, scor-
ing 28 points and grabbing
14 rebounds but it wasn’t
enough. D’Mario Hill scored
14 points for the Prospec-
tors, Ravi Patel netted 10
points, Mike Cano tossed
in seven points, Lawrence
Johnson scored four points
and grabbed four rebounds,
and Kyrel Parker and Ar-

Many of the AJHS seniors
will be able to look back at
their soccer careers knowing
they played a part of helping
to establish soccer as a var-
sity sport.

The Lady Prospector soc-
cer team, coached by Norm
Hoefer and Jeff Roach, was
loaded with seniors this sea-
son. They included Diana
Amado, Brenda Carrillo,
Kenia Felix, Jesenia Her-
nandez, Chelsey Hvidsten,
Chayla Langley, Jade Lucin,
Jayde Martinez, Cecilia Me-
dina, Angelica Montgomery,
Catalina Ovalle, Monique
Padilla, Marlene Robledo
and Nancy Valtierra.

The Prospector squad only
featured only seven senior
players, including Miguel
Rascon, Josh Brownlee,
Kevin Martinez, Andrew
Duarte, Giovanni Garibay,
Manny Medina and Matt
Horton.

By contrast, there are a total

Apache Junctlon s Kyrel Parker puts up a short jump
shot in last Tuesday’s home game against Queen Creek

mando Zuniga both scored
a bucket.

Both teams missed some
scoring opportunities from
the foul line. Queen Creek

went 12-for-24 while the
Prospectors hit on eight-
of-18 at the charity stripe.

Apache Junction led 36-32
at halftime and throughout

To Soccer Seniors

Lady Prospector senior Kema Felix chases down a ball
in last Monday’s match against Prescott while senior
Lauren Brownlee (left) looks on

of twenty-three freshmen or
sophomore players involved
in the AJHS boys soccer
program, which bodes well
for the next couple of future
seasons.

Soccer began as a club sport
at AJHS in 2003 and then
played two seasons, 2005
and 2006, as a junior varsity
sport. The first varsity teams

at Apache Junction began
play in 2007. Current team
members, Garibay and Hor-
ton, both seniors, and Gam-
boa, a junior, played on the
first varsity boys team as un-
derclassmen. As for the first
Lady Prospector varsity
team, also in 2007, Amada,

see Seniors, page B-6
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AJHS girlsraise money for breast
cancer awareness and pick up
another region hoops win

By Chuck Baker
The News

All in all, last Tuesday’s
special night of basketball
at Apache Junction High
School was a huge success.
With the Lady Prospector
junior varsity and varsity
teams donning pink jerseys
in support of breast can-
cer awareness, the AJHS
girls raised some money to
fight breast cancer and both
squads picked up Desert Sky
Region wins on the court,
beating Queen Creek.

The junior varsity girls
won their game over Queen
Creek, rallying from a 31-19
third quarter deficit for a
44-40 victory behind 16
points, eight rebounds and
five steals from Rachael
Bonow, while the varsity
girls rolled to a 50-17 victo-
ry behind 12 points and five
rebounds from senior center
Jessica Iniguez.

In between the two girls
games, the Prospector boys
varsity team hosted Queen
Creek and in a see-saw bat-
tle throughout, the Bulldogs
pulled off a 71-67 victory.

The Lady Prospector var-
sity team had an easy time
defeating Queen Creek, so
much so that Coach Brock
Kearsley began emptying
his bench in the third quar-
ter, even giving some play-
ing time to girls off of the
AJHS freshmen squad.

Junior Sierra Aulik scored
eight points, grabbed six re-
bounds, came up with five

most of the second half, their
last lead, 64-63, with 1:54
left in the fourth quarter.
Apache Junction also
hosted the region’s top team
in Tempe McClintock last
Friday night and dropped
an 83-72 decision despite
33 points, six rebounds and
four steals from Grandstaff.

After a close first half with
McClintock holding a 39-36
lead, the Chargers exploded
for 36 points in the third
quarter to grab a 28-point
lead. But the never-say-die
Prospectors fought back,
starting the final quarter
with an 11-0 run and getting
as close as nine points in the
second half.

Cano added 10 points and
four rebounds for AJHS,
Parker netted nine points,
Miles scored six points and
had five boards, Hill and
Dalawn Caldwell each tal-
lied five points, Patel and
Johnson both added a buck-
et, and Jake Abbatacola con-
tributed three steals and an
assist.

The Prospectors play their
final two region contests this
week, hosting Scottsdale
Saguaro on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 2 and playing at Cave
Creek Cactus Shadows this

steals and handed out a pair
of assists in addition to the
12 scored by Iniguez.

Sophomore Jade Yost also
tossed in eight points, se-
nior Emily McGann netted
five points and added five
steals and four rebounds,
senior Kylie Bocskay had
four points and five boards,
seniors Diana Woodruff and
Sara Cranmer both added
three points, junior Melissa
Ochoa and sophomores
Christine Medrano and
Siobhan McKay all scored
a bucket, freshman Ashley
Price contributed with four
rebounds and freshman Ja-
nae Avelar sank a free throw
and gave out an assist.

The Lady Prospectors then
improved to 16-7 overall
and 5-1 in the Desert Sky
Region with last Friday’s
41-25 victory at Tempe Mc-
Clintock. Aulik tossed in 19
points and had six rebounds
and five steals and Iniguez
posted a double-double,
scoring 12 points with 14
rebounds.

Also for AJHS in the win
over McClintock, Cranmer
scored six points, Woodruff
hit a bucket and had five re-
bounds, and McGann also
scored a bucket to go with
four rebounds.

“We played our best game
of the year,” Coach Kears-
ley said about the win, “es-
pecially being on the road.
The girls played with great
energy and hard work the

see Pink, page B-2

Friday, February 5. For both
dates, the AJHS freshmen
team tips off at 4:00 p.m.
followed by the junior var-
sity team at 5:30 p.m. Also
this week, the AJHS junior
varsity and freshmen teams
play at Combs on Wednes-
day, February 3, the fresh-
men playing at 4:00 p.m.
and the junior varsity fol-
lowing at 5:30 p.m.

J.V. Results

The junior varsity boys took
on the top two region teams
this past week and dropped
both, falling to Queen Creek
71-67, and losing to Mc-
Clintock, 67-54.

In the loss to Queen Creek,
AJHS trailed by 14 entering
the final quarter and cut the
lead to two points before
finally losing by four. John
LaChapelle poured in 19
points, Richie Pagels netted
12, Jared Kraps tossed in
10, Dalawn Caldwell scored
9, Lawrence Johnson, Mat-
thew Neger and David San-
doval all scored four points,
Ernie Bracamonte had three
points and T.J. Johnson add-
ed a bucket.

In the loss to McClintock,

see HOOpS, page B-3

Prospector senior Ravi Patel (#34) fires from long range
in last week’s varsity game against Queen Creek



